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Master of Leadership

Overview
Catholic Education Melbourne is offering leaders and 
teachers the opportunity to complete the Master of 
Leadership as Sponsored Study at Australian Catholic 
University (ACU). Participants will explore leadership as it 
specifically applies to contemporary education in Catholic 
schools. This exploration will include a leadership project 
tailored to allow participants to investigate an issue 
relevant to their current professional context.

The course will ensure a deep level of educational 
leadership, knowledge and understanding for leaders of 
Catholic education. It aims to build the capacity of and 
create opportunities for participants to bear witness to 
being, growing and leading for their communities.

Why study a Master of Leadership 
course?
The Master of Leadership is designed for practising leaders 
who wish to further develop their leadership capacity.

Who should undertake the course?
This course is designed for teachers in a leadership position 
who aspire to grow their understanding of leadership in 
a Catholic school. There will be an orientation day for all 
confirmed students in late November/early December of 
the year prior to commencing the course.

Eligibility
All applicants should hold one of the following:

• a four-year bachelor’s degree in Education or equivalent

• a bachelor’s degree in an area other than Education 
and a recognised teaching qualification

• a bachelor’s degree in an area other than Education 
and a Graduate Certificate in Educational Studies or 
equivalent.
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Guidelines
Sponsored Study is being offered under the following 
provisions. The applicant must:

• already have accreditation to teach in a Catholic school 
(or accreditation to teach Religious Education)

• have ongoing employment as a teacher in the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne (above 0.8 FTE)

• be committed to Catholic education

• be a permanent resident of Australia or hold  
Australian citizenship.

Mode
The course will be multi-modal, with some units taught by 
full compulsory attendance at ACU and others fully online. 
The attendance units are in school holidays or over several 
weekends.

Completion of the core units by attendance is required 
prior to beginning the capstone units (EDCP600 and 
EDCP601). It is recommended that the capstone units be 
completed towards the end of the course. If a student has 
obtained a number of credits due to completion of prior 
study at a master’s level, this could mean the capstone is 
completed in the second year, over the second and third 
years, or during the third year.

Duration
Catholic Education Melbourne sponsorship is for a 
maximum of three years (typical course completion) and 
is dependent on successful completion of each unit. The 
course is 120 credit points (cp), with most units being 10 cp.
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Course map
2020 2021 2022

Professional Term 1 
January

EDLE632 (core) 10 cp 
Leading Spirituality 
four consecutive days:  
13–16 January at ACU)

Completion of four units over 
the year, which could include 
electives and/or capstone 
units

Completion of four units over 
the year, which could include 
electives* and/or capstone 
units

Semester 1 
February–June

THCT603 (core) 10 cp 
Theology for Leadership in the 
Church’s Mission 
(two weekends: 14–15 March; 
18–19 April at ACU)

Electives (10 cp each):

EDCE603 Educating for Social 
Justice
EDLE605 Leading Educational 
Change
EDCE602 Leading the Catholic 
School
EDLE639 Governance in 
Catholic Educational Settings
EDLE681 Leading Self, Leading 
Communities
EDLE683 Education Policy
EDLE684 Leading Learning 
Cultures
EDLE685 Evidence-Based 
Leading for Learning
EDLE686 First Nations 
Knowings: Australian Context
EDLE687 Transformative First 
Nations Leadership: Australian 
Context (pre-req EDLE686)
EDLE688 Interpreting First 
Nations Leadership in Context 
(pre-req EDLE686 and 
EDLE687)

Elective units may also be 
chosen from the Master of 
Theological Studies, Master of 
Religious Education or Master 
of Educational Leadership (in 
consultation with the course 
coordinator).

Capstone:

EDCP600 Interpreting Literature 
and Data
(normally held over two 
weekends during the semester 
at ACU or CLC) 10 cp

EDCP601 Capstone Applied 
Project (multi-modal: one–two 
days’ attendance; remainder by 
individual arrangement) 20 cp

* For more details, refer to the 
course handbook on ACU’s 
website closer to 2022.

Professional Term 5
June/July

UNCL600 (core) 10 cp
Catholic Social Teaching and 
Contemporary Leadership
(four consecutive days:  
29 June – 2 July (school 
holidays) at ACU)

Semester 2
July–October

One compulsory foundation 
elective (10 cp).

For example:

EDLE605 Leading Educational 
Change
EDLE639 Governance in 
Catholic Educational Settings
EDLE683 Education Policy
EDLE684 Leading Learning 
Cultures
EDLE685 Evidence-Based 
Leading for Learning
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Course costs and sponsorship
This course is currently offered by Catholic Education 
Melbourne at a special fee of $1,492 per unit. Catholic 
Education Melbourne will sponsor one-third of this unit 
cost, the employing school will contribute one-third 
(upon approval from the Principal) and the student will 
contribute one-third directly to ACU.

Sponsored Study does not include:

• the student services and amenities fee (SSAF)

• teacher replacement costs or study leave

• the cost of books or reading materials

• any late enrolment fees.

In accordance with Australian Taxation Office (ATO) 
guidelines, the self-funded contribution may also be  
tax deductible.

Applicants successful in gaining sponsorship pay their 
third up-front in full to ACU or defer fees to the ATO via 
FEE-HELP. Further information is available from the 
Australian Government’s Study Assist website.

https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/fee-help
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Online Sponsored Study applications in OPL via the CEVN website

ACTIVITY NAME Sponsored Study 2020: Master of Leadership

ACTIVITY CODE 20SPO510A

APPLICATIONS OPEN Friday 2 August 2019

APPLICATIONS CLOSE Friday 20 September 2019

COURSE CONVENOR (CEM) Ms Sharon Lehtonen T: 9267 0357/9267 0228 E: slehtonen@cem.edu.au

How to apply
The Sponsored Study application form can be accessed via 
the CEVN website https://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au under 
Professional Learning / OPL.

Endorsement
An applicant for Sponsored Study who is not a Principal 
needs approval from their Principal. In OPL, Endorsement 
is a mandatory field that has been integrated into the 
application process. On registering:

• the Principal will be prompted to review and endorse 
the Sponsored Study application

• the Endorsement will be visible to both parties once 
completed

• the OPL system will not accept incomplete 
applications.

An applicant for Sponsored Study who is a Principal needs 
approval from their Parish Priest/Canonical Administrator/
Congregational Leader. In OPL, Endorsement is a 
mandatory component of the application process.  
On registering, the Principal will need to:

• download the Endorsement form, have it completed 
by the relevant external party and email it to 
sponsoredstudy@cem.edu.au

• switch to ‘Manager’ to endorse and add a Supporting 
Statement, such as ‘Pending submission of 
Endorsement from Parish Priest/Canonical 
Administrator/Congregational Leader’

• complete submission as a ‘Learner’, noting that the 
OPL system will not accept incomplete applications.
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