
We understand that your investment in 
a Catholic education is an investment in 
the future and will be there for you so 
that together we can guide your children 
on their learning journey.

Catholic schools work hard to discover 
what matters to each student, to identify 
what they want from life and what will 
give them joy.

We understand that students need  
to feel a sense of belonging, purpose 
and connectedness in their lives in  
order to flourish, particularly in the 
face of the myriad challenges of our 
diverse, complex and ever-changing 
modern world.

A Catholic education equips students 
with the tools to shape a greater 
understanding of themselves and their 
environment, adding to their resilience 
and a capacity to make a difference. 

It’s why more and more parents are 
choosing Catholic schools. This year 
over 210,000 students – or close to 
one in four Victorian school children – 
will enjoy a Catholic education in one 
of nearly 500 schools statewide.

Continued academic achievement is 
one of the key reasons for the appeal 
of Catholic schools. Melbourne 
University research shows a Catholic 
education adds an average of six ATAR 
points at the career-defining end of 
a student’s school journey, while a 
Curtin University study has found that 
Australians who attended Catholic 
schools enjoy a wage premium of 
around 10 per cent. 

But academic achievement is only 
one part of a Catholic education. The 
Curtin University work also singles 
out for special mention the social 
capital available to those from 
Catholic schools.

Catholic education is striving to be 
a leader in child safety, and we are 
working to build the truly inclusive school 
communities – where everyone is welcome 
and parents are partners – that research 
shows improve the academic, social and 
emotional wellbeing of students. 

‘Young people have a great capacity 
to address injustice and create new 
opportunities for joy and hope,’ Archbishop 
of Melbourne Denis Hart has declared 
ahead of the Year of Youth in 2018.

I look forward to working with you in 2017 
so together we can bring out the best in 
your children.

 

Stephen Elder 
Executive Director 
Catholic Education Melbourne 

Welcome 
TO CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOR 2017
Whether your children are starting school, beginning secondary education, joining the Catholic 
education family for the first time or advancing a year, we are on a journey together that will not 
only change the lives of your children, but your lives as well.



Foundations for life and learning
Catholic schools continue to return outstanding academic results across all year 
levels, setting students up for real-world success.  

NAPLAN
Melbourne Catholic schools excelled across all year levels – Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 – in reading and numeracy, 
the crucial building blocks of learning, with a higher average than the state average in the NAPLAN results.

 YEAR 3  YEAR 5  YEAR 7  YEAR 9

READING

NUMERACY

97.6%

97.1%

96.5%

97.1%

97.5%

98.4%

96.8%

98.6%

2.2 points higher 
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

1.7 points higher 
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

3 points higher 
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

2.3 points higher 
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

3.4 points higher 
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

2.6 points higher 
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

3.8 points higher 
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

2.9 points higher 
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

VCE 
Catholic 
schools

Catholic 
school 
completion 
rates

AVERAGE MEDIAN 
STUDY SCORE

VCE

ABOVE AVERAGE 
MEDIAN STUDY SCORE

VCAL

HIGHEST STUDY-
SCORE RANGE

VET

INCREASING 
STANDARDS

31

Two points higher  
than the Victorian  
all-schools result

completed the VCE 
compared to  

98.2% statewide

of Catholic schools 
recorded above  
average scores

increase in the number 
of schools where all 

students satisfactorily 
completed the VCE

completed VCAL  
units compared to  

83% statewide

completed VET  
units compared to  

87% statewide

2016 YEAR 12 
RESULTS

13%

76%

99.4% 93% 91%

10%

of Catholic schools had 
more than 10% of students 
in the highest study-score 

range statewide 



Foundations for life and learning

A Catholic education pays real-
world dividends, with a study 
by Curtin University finding 
Catholic school graduates have 
higher incomes than graduates 
of government schools. The 
same study also found both 
men and women with a Catholic 
education report higher levels of 
life satisfaction than those who 
attended government schools.

Wages and wellbeing

10.2% higher
THAN GOVERNMENT  
SCHOOL ATTENDEES

75% of parents of Catholic school  
students say their children  
will go to university

Pathways to higher learning
A major Australian Bureau of Statistics survey found  
75% of parents of both primary and secondary Catholic 
school students reported their child would go to university, 
a figure even more impressive when compared to the  
49% from government schools.   

ON TO UNIVERSITY

EARNINGS

ATAR
Independent Melbourne University 
research shows a Catholic education 
adds an average of six ATAR points  
at the career-defining end of a 
student’s journey.

6
points 

higher than 
government 

schools



Fair funding 
An average of 54 cents in every dollar spent in Victorian 
Catholic schools comes from the federal government.  
After state government contributions of around 15 cents 
in the dollar, Catholic school families pay the remaining 
amount, on average 31 cents.

Government funding ensures that Catholic schools can 
provide an enriching curriculum that develops the whole 
student, equipping your child to thrive in the complexity 
and diversity of the twenty-first century global economy.

Our student achievement scores demonstrate that these 
dollars are being put to very good use.

In 2017 we will be negotiating a new funding agreement 
with the federal government, working with the Coalition 
and Labor alike to ensure continued support of our schools 
and a push for improved funding in areas of need.

Any move to cut or freeze Catholic school funding would 
have a devastating impact on the quality of your child’s 
education and flow on to fees.

Political leaders have long been aware of the commitment 
of Catholic school parents to fight for a fair go on funding 
and your voice will be heard as we campaign for an 
agreement that is right and just. 

In 2017

Catholic Education Week
Join us from 12–19 March when we celebrate our proud history 
with Catholic Education Week, embracing the theme ‘Moved by 
the love of Christ’.

School communities from across the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
will come together for events recognising the spirit of the young 
people who attend our primary and secondary schools.

The week will climax with the Mass for Schools on St Patrick’s Day,  
17 March, followed by the ever-popular Concert in the Park in 
nearby Treasury Gardens, and feature the always dazzling Visual 
Arts Exhibition as well as special events for individual schools. 

Catholic Education Today 
Once a term we produce a full-colour magazine specifically 
for parents, Catholic Education Today. It highlights the day-to-
day activities and achievements of our schools and students 
and features stories and advice on everyday issues and events 
affecting contemporary families with school-age children. 

We encourage anyone with 
ideas or suggestions on 
matters they would like 
covered to email the Catholic 
Education Melbourne 
Publications team at 
publications@cem.edu.au.

News and views
All the latest news and events and most recent information and 
updates for parents is available on our website www.cem.edu.au.

Join the conversation
Talk with us on Twitter about what’s happening in Catholic 
education @CEMelbourne.

James Goold House, 228 Victoria Parade 
East Melbourne VIC 3002
T: 9267 0228  www.cem.edu.au


